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Manawatu/Whanganui Zone Pres Marilyn Dolan Levin / Foxton
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Hello and Welcome to my first President’s report – wow we made it!!!

Last year was incredibly challenging not only for individuals but also for clubs, district organisations and squash in general. 
Nothing has changed! It has been an unsettling year for many squash players with training, tournaments, social events and 
Super Champs, NZ Champs and more all falling victim to Covid-19.

Financially Squash Central, like so many regions and other sports in New Zealand, took a major hit. Many training camps, 
Championships and teams events were cancelled, some after money had been paid for accommodation, flights and so forth. 

However, through it all there were still many achievements and successes as you will see in the following reports, which 
goes to show just how resilient squash players are and what a great sport it is.

Squash NZ have had several changes over the past year. CEO Martin Dowson has restructured Squash NZ Head Office and 
has been very prominent in his quest to be more available to the clubs and regions – many texts, phone calls and a very 
clear hand on the pump attitude has been welcomed and appreciated. One clear change of direction is the back to basics, 
look after the joe average player directive being promoted through to us.  

The nationwide survey asking players and clubs for their thoughts on numerous points was answered by over 2000 players 
and the Council of Clubs Hui hosted by Whanganui was well received by all of our Central clubs. As we continue to review 
own strategic direction, I feel Squash NZ are doing a far better job at aligning with the districts.

With the words of our past President, Christine Rukuwai solidly at the forefront of our key direction points and the adap-
tation of our own strategic plan, there is a pathway for the next committee to focus on the 4 key areas of importance to 
Central Squash over the next 5 years. These are:

1. Encouraging and growing participation

2. Development of members, coaches, players and referees

3. Capability

4. Communication and Marketing

Fruition of some great ideas and determined minds through the committee are starting to reap benefits as we help negoti-
ate our district through the murky waters of the unknown. 

A big thank you to all the staff, coaches, managers, and volunteers who have all been involved in Squash Central. There 
were some great ideas and support from these people during the year to keep everyone motivated and active.

Also, a massive thanks to all the clubs, their committees and players for accepting and tolerating the untimely return to 
lockdown just as NZ was showing signs of moving back into some sort of normality. Thank you for being safe, responsible 
and mature about the way you handled Covid and its out reaching problems.

One of our key wins this year was the Employment of Kaye Carter as District Coaching Facilitator. An initiative now being 
adapted by Squash NZ in principle. 

The Calendar is looking very full and exciting for Central Squash 2022 including hosting some national events such as 
Whanganui hosting a PSA challenger tournament and Kawaroa Park being awarded D grade national Superchamps.

I would like to thank the Committee for their efforts this year, they all quickly adapted to many emails and zoom meetings. 
We even managed to take the board meeting on tour to Taihape. (I’m pretty sure our juniors are still asking who all these 
people who rocked up to their Central Champs are!!!).
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Our committee has grown into a very tight unit. Our Team was very thoughtful and considerate on some very tough topics 
of discussion and decisions being made throughout the year. We are lucky to have such a unified and skilled committee and 
I appreciate the depth of the committee’s knowledge which has proved valuable on many occasions. As we grew as a team 
more and more frank discussions were had, I am so thankful that all our committee took on the ‘Open Door’ policy.

A special thanks to Pauline Slovak for her hours and hours of work behind the scenes in keeping the squash wheels turning. 
Pauline is our Super Administrator and works tirelessly for our sport. Also, thanks go to Marilyn Dolan for her continued work 
and considerable voluntary hours as District Captain and i-Squash Administrator.

Thanks to Melville Holmes who was both junior and senior convenor, I had great feedback about Melville’s dedication to 
increasing participation in competitive squash and the impending resurrection of inter district challenges.

Big thanks to Joy who took on the Vice Chairperson’s role part way through the season and again organising the masters 
and being the masters convenor. 

To John Laurenson who puts together the tricky puzzle that is the calendar each year. I have witnessed the frustrations John 
goes through and no wonder he pulls his hair out with some of the changes that are asked for.

Our Treasurer Pauline Waite has had the arduous task of balancing our books, as you know our budget was not accepted 
by our members last year and it was left to Pauline and a small group to make a budget work. Some hard choices had to be 
made and we made it work!

Anneka was the Communications Representative and has done a fabulous job connecting members to what is happening 
in the district through our media platforms and along with Pauline was instrumental in getting Central Districts involved in 
World Squash Day. 

To Brett Cook, Mike Jack, Daryl O’Hara, and Shaun Dyer, I owe a debt of gratitude, You guys are the stabilisers, not shy in 
doing the hard yards and forthcoming with advice and support to all committee when needed.

Our district is lucky to have a committee of this calibre. Please accept our huge appreciation for the input you have had. I 
have been President for one year and have learnt so much during my time on the committee, it has been a great experience. 
I am proud to be part of our sport, but I would not have been able to fulfil this role without the support from many people 
including Pauline, the committee and my wife (Helen),

I wish you all a very happy holiday season and success in your squash future.

Jeff See – President
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SENIOR PERFORMANCE REPORT

The Seniors unfortunately did not have any challenges or events to attend although this was not through lack of trying.  

Many Seniors had success at tournaments played around the country.  But congrats to those that were willing to play in the 
challenges or attend Nationals, your ongoing support of the region is appreciated!

Melville Holmes – Senior Convener
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MASTERS REPORT

This report for 2021, is going to be rather short and sweet thanks to Covid .

However, this year we added to the calendar the Central Masters Invitational One Dayer. We split the district into three, 
Whanganui/Ruapehu, Manawatu and Taranaki. With each club having at least one player representing their club. We 
were gifted some glassware from Marilyn Dolan, and Daryl O’Hara provided the magic to turn the glassware into a couple 
of impressive trophies. This day was a huge success for our district as it bought together many masters players from 
throughout the district and from all levels. We look forward to running this event again in 2022 in Hawera.

Central Masters Tournament was held in Dannevirke this year and although numbers were down, the top titles were still 
hotly contested. Our men’s masters superstar Kent Darlington (Whanganui) taking the men’s title for the fourth year in a row 
and having received the title a total of five times in the last six years, this is an outstanding

record. The ladies title went to the lovely Emma Rowe (Ohakune). Emma has been steadily rising and is a strong contender 
in the ladies ranks. She was a very valuable player in the 2019 National Masters and Teams event. Special thanks to Kelly, 
Erana, Aaron and the team from the Dannevirke club, the hospitality and running of the event was faultless.

Superchamps this year was fiercely contended and although again Covid put an end to National Title dreams. It is 
promising to see so many of our masters players competing and successful at this level. It’s not easy when you’re marching 
on in years to still keep the young ones at bay, but we do it. 

Lastly, I would like to acknowledge all Central Masters players, thank you for keeping our sport alive in these very 
challenging times.

Best of luck and I look forward to 2022.

Joy Koolen – Masters Convenor

MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS REPORT

This year was a difficult year as we started with high hopes for a big season and had lots of exciting things planned. 
Unfortunately once again this was derailed, however we did have some movement throughout the year.

We have had a 30% increase in followers on our Facebook page with a big jump from 972 up to 1,265! The most popular 
posts we shared surrounded big events like district tournament results such as the Central Open and Superchamps as well 
as the announcements of our Rep teams who were able to compete. One of the other most interacted with posts was this 
year’s initiative for World Squash Day. 

Although due to uncertainty we ended up having to cancel our event for the day we still managed to raise $105 to go 
towards the Mental Health Foundation through the sale of our World Squash Day T-Shirts that were designed with the help 
of Carina at Little Rocket. Massive thanks to everyone who jumped in and grabbed one - a special shoutout has to go to 
John from Ohakune who purchased a shirt which was then raffled off at the Ohakune tournament with all proceeds going 
to the Mental Health Foundation.

Here’s hoping for an amazing season in 2022 so that we will have so many more stories to share and successes to be a part of!

Anneka Weterman – Marketing Manager
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DISTRICT CAPTAIN’S REPORT

Not that much happened this year, thanks to covid and other factors. 

District Superchamps were held over the weekend of 30th July – 1st August. We had 48 teams enter, with 1 pull out. It was 
a very full-on weekend for a couple of venues, which both handled it like pros. After a bad start to the year, we thought we 
wouldn’t be able to hold these but were able to go ahead, and all that played, enjoyed (I hope). Team numbers were up by 
8 on the previous year, and we had a contest in all grades. All in all, a very long weekend in most grades.

A very big thank-you to all clubs that hosted this year, some big draws at a couple of venues. Many thanks to the event 
controllers, some of you must have been pleased to get home at some time on the Sunday night. We had a couple of 
people new to this role – well done Susan and Julie from KP and Tararua.

· B Grade was held at Ohakune, with 2 Mens and 3 Ladies teams. A breeze. The winners were Kawaroa Park Men and Ladies.

· C Grade was at Whanganui, well what can we say, 10 Mens and 5 Ladies teams. These started at 4pm Friday and finished 
late Sunday. Men had 1 pull out and the draw was done 3 times, any team could have taken it out. Kawaroa Park Men 
pipped Whanganui in the finals and Tararua Ladies took it out again this year.

· D Grade was held at Waitara and had an easy 5 Men, 5 Ladies. The winning Mens team did not drop a round. Winners 
were Whanganui Men and Whanganui Ladies got there by count back of matches to take out the Ladies.

· E Grade was at Kawaroa Park where they had 5 Men and 3 Ladies teams. Kawaroa Park Men had a clean sweep, along 
with the Taihape Ladies.

· F Grade was at Tararua, where they had 4 Men and 4 Ladies teams playing. Taihape Men and Ladies both had clean 
sweeps, well done.

Again, I would like to thank my disputes team, Kent Darlington and Tamsyn Leevey. It was fantastic to have their help if 
needed but luckily, we had a problem free weekend. The kind we like. It was Tamsyn’s first year so hopefully she will be 
back to help next year.

The only downfall was again the standard of Marking and Refereeing around the district. 

Something being brought in next year by SNZ is a new Rules and Refereeing Exam.  It will have videos etc helping in certain 
questions, multiple answers etc. All in all, a great update on present exam. The results of this will be stored in your player 
profile, and everyone wanting to play Superchamps in the future will have had to sit and pass, OR not allowed to play. 
There will be a file that District and SNZ will be able to run off to check. So when it comes in, please update your knowledge 
and give it a go.

2021 Results were as follows:

B Grade Winners  (M) Kawaroa Park Res Squash Gym 
  (L) Kawaroa Park Res Ohakune

C Grade Winners (M) Kawaroa Park Res Whanganui 
  (L) Tararua Res River City

D Grade Winners (M) Whanganui Res Kawaroa Park 
  (L) Whanganui Res Dannevirke

E Grade Winners (M) Kawaroa Park Res Taihape 
  (L) Taihape Res Kawaroa Park

F Grade Winners (M) Taihape #1 Res Ohakune 
  (L) Taihape #1 Res Kawaroa Park 

Marilyn Dolan – District Captain
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iSQUASH ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT                                                                         
                                                                  

A nice quiet year thanks to covid. All in all most clubs kept their list nice and tidy, removing and adding players as needed.

The problem this season seemed to be players coming back playing and not knowing their log-ins. When you have a few 
seconds, run off your membership list under Member Administration. Then keep this handy or put on a club Noticeboard so 
they can see their username. Passwords can be changed at any time. Also, don’t forget to keep your suspended players list 
up to date. 

Again, I would like to thank all the club administrators who do a fantastic job during the year. Most problems are easy to fix, 
and great to have a catch up now and again.

Interclub – Next year I will be getting clubs to enter their own teams into iSquash. We will set up the event, then club will 
click on Enter Team and fill in the required info. After event closed, I will then seed teams. This will put the onus on the clubs 
to make sure their teams are entered, and not rely on someone else to do it.

Club Stats - If you are standing down, enjoy your time off. It has been great over the years to get to know you all. It really is 
easy once you get the hang of it, and I’m only a phone call away.

Have a great Christmas break and enjoy your families and come back nice and fresh for 2022. 

Marilyn Dolan – District iSquash Administrator

INTERCLUB MANAWATU - WHANGANUI - RUAPEHU  REPORT                                  
                                                                       

MWR Zone started off the year with a Summer Doubles competition and had 8 teams enter.

Div 1 was between 1 x Rivercity, 1 x Whanganui teams and 2 from Ashhurst, won by  the Rivercity team.

Div 2 was between 1 x Tararua, 2 x Dannevirke and 1 x Levin. Tararua came out the winners by winning 5 of their 6 matchups.

Next we held the Masters Rd 1 and had 16 teams enter.

Division winners were – Div 1 Tararua #1 – Div 2 SquashGym #2—Div 3 Dannevirke and the Ladies was won by the Swallows.

In May we held our Winter Competition with 34 teams entered. Winners were Mens #1 – Feilding #1; Div 2 – Tararua #1; Div 
3 – Ohakea #1 – Div 4 – Levin #3 and the Ladies was won by SquashGym.

They are currently playing their Round 2 Masters with 4 Mens and 4 Ladies teams.

Ruapehu held their own Mixed Composite in April and their winner was Ruapehu College.

Marilyn Dolan
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INTERCLUB TARANAKI REPORT                                                                                 
                                                                               

They started off with a Summer Social Composite Competition in February, 12 teams entered with the winners being – Div 1 
Kawaroa Park 2,  and Div 2 – Stratford Jokers.

Then they had Summer Doubles following that with Jacinta Harrison and Tamsyn Leevey taking out Div 1 and Cassius 
Leevey and Bradley Hopkins taking out Div 2.

In April they started their Graded Winter Competition with 23 teams entered.

Mens Div 1 was won by Okato #1, Div 2 - Stratford #2, Div 3 - Kawaroa Park #3 and the Ladies won by Hawera.

They are currently playing their Mixed Masters Competition, 6 teams participating in this.

Marilyn Dolan

JUNIOR CONVENOR’S REPORT

Another year of uncertainty, however we were still lucky to get some good squash played throughout the year on the Junior 
Circuit, the lowlight was NZ Junior National’s getting cancelled. 

Some highlights were:

EASTERN CHALLENGE – Hastings Lawn Tennis & Squash Club
With many new faces mixing it up with the old, we had a great day in the Bay coming away with the trophy for the third year 
in a row – the final tally was Central 21 matches to Eastern’s 15 matches won.

Thanks to Eastern for hosting and providing lunch. The day was well supported by parents, thanks to them and also to Pete 
Arnott & Tamsyn Leevey for coaching.

CENTRAL JUNIORS
This year this event was held at Taihape Squash club with a great turnout with all age groups well supported.

Abbie Holmes took out the girls U19 title for the 3rd year in a row, with her sibling Reece Holmes taking out the U15 boys 
and at 14 also taking out the U19 boy’s title. Congrats to those that participated and those that took out their divisions:

 Girls Boys

U19 Abbie Holmes (HW/KP) Reece Holmes (HW)

U17 Grace Burnard (OA) Jayden Bailey (OA)

U15 Aria Bannister (WG) Reece Holmes (HW)

U13 Grace Rowe (OA) Malachy O’Connor (WG)

U11 Tylee Bennett (TR) Ethan Darlington (WG)

Thanks to Josh and the team at Taihape for hosting a well run tournament.
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NORTH ISLAND JUNIORS
In July Kawaroa Park hosted the North Island Juniors with over 120 entrants across the age groups. Some fabulous squash 
was played over the 3 days, with top players from across New Zealand making the trip to enjoy KP’s hospitality. Our Central 
Juniors competed well across the age-groups. Special mention to Anabel Romero-Gemmell who is the U15 girls Champion, 
Tylee Bennett U11 Girls Champion, Reece Holmes U15 boys runner-up and Grace Burnard who was awarded the girls Fair 
Play Award. 

SOUTH ISLAND JUNIORS
This was held in Christchurch with two players from Central making the trip to Christchurch and coming away with some 
pleasing results.

Reece Holmes (HW) – U15 Boys Champion

Bradley Hopkins (HW/KP) – went in 12th seed and winning 3 from 4 came away 9th

NZ SECONDARY SCHOOLS SQUASH NATIONALS
It was pleasing to see the representation from Central Secondary Schools with 7 teams competing from our district. Teams 
from FDMC, SHGC NP, HHS, NPGHS, NPBHS and Ruapehu College fielding a girls & boys team.

A NZSSS trans-Tasman team was named from this tournament, again unfortunately they will not be travelling to Australia 
this year. Congrats to the following who were named: Abbie Holmes SHGC NP (Senior girls – 3rd year), Reece Holmes, 
Hawera High School and Cassius Leevey, FDMC – Junior Boys Team.

CENTRAL JUNIOR SQUAD
Even though Junior Nationals were cancelled, a lot of hard work by players went into the previous months leading up to 
when the event was meant to be held. There were two training camps led by the experienced Nick Mita, from the camps 
and overall performance throughout the season, a team was named. Congrats to the following who were named:

Girls: Boys:

Abbie Holmes (KP/HW) Connor Fortuin (PN)

Anabel Romero-Gemmel (PN) Reece Holmes (HW)

Aria Bannister (WG) Jayden Bailey (OA)

Kayla Ryan (HW) Cassius Leevey (KP)

Grace Burnard (OA) Bradley Hopkins (KP/HW)

Special mention to Abbie & Connor who have been in the team for many years, and this was the last time they would have 
attended Nationals and will now move on from Juniors in 2022. Thank you for your contribution to Central Juniors.

Melville Holmes – Junior Convener
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TREASURER’S REPORT

We were fortunate to secure over $26,000 in grants this year from NZCT, E&C Trust, Southern Trust, Pelorus Trust, TAB 
Gaming Trust and Lion Foundation, sadly some of these monies had to be returned as they were specifically for the Junior 
and Senior Nationals which were cancelled. 

Expenditure this year was slightly less than Income resulting in a small surplus due mainly to the cancellation of all National 
events. We have a balance of $62,613 in our Cheque account and $11,262 on Investment in the TSB Bank.

The budget for 2022 has been based on 2021 figures including an amount for grants we intend to apply for mainly to assist 
teams to their National events.

I would like to take the opportunity to thank Jeff See and Pauline Slovak for all their help getting started and during the year.

Pauline Waite – Treasurer
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2021 BUDGET

Income

Affiliation Fees 35451

Champion of Champions 2500

National Player Contribution 8500

Grants/Donations 45000

Interclub 2000

Interest 450

Total $93,901

Expenditure

ACC Levies 250

Accounting/Review 2100

Bank Fees 80

Banners/Balls/Interclub 1500

Meeting Expenses 1500

AGM Expenses 3800

Coaching 7000

Computer Lease 420

General Expenses 880

Elite Squad Expenses 1000

Junior Prince Series 1300

Honoraria 1500

Print/Stationary/Postage 2200

Rep Team Travel/Accommodation 25500

Telephone/Tolls/Internet 2500

Central Tournament Contribution 1000

Trophies/Engraving 550

Wages 39000

Depreciation 200

Total $92,340
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HONOURS BOARD

LIFE MEMBERS
Elected 1982 BG Mathieson   
Elected 1985 AG Doig 
Elected 1990 L Mills 
Elected 2002 J Urbahn 
Elected 2003 G Randolph 
Elected 2012 M Dolan 
Elected 2017 G Smith

PRESIDENTS
1965 – 67 R Haddon 
1968 – 69 M Thevenard 
1970 – 71 J Tyler 
1972 – 75 R Haddon 
1976 – 81 BG Mathieson 
1982 – 83 J Taylor 
1984 – 85 R Waugh 
1986 E Tuffery 
1987 – 90 L Mills 
1991 – 93 P Filbee 
1994 – 96 G Carson 
1996 – 98 H McLaughlin 
1999 – 2000 M Muir 
2001 – 2010 R Pattison 
2010 – 2011 A Lyall 
2012  J Laurenson 
2013 – 2015 G Smith 
2016 - 2017 R Bannister 
2018 G Blay 
2019 - 2020 C Rukuwai 
2021 - present J See

SECRETARIES
1965 – 70 N Munro 
1971 D Cockburn 
1972 – 75 D Smith 
1976  A Stewart 
1977 – 78 W Gillett 
1979 – 83 J Brown 
1984 – 86 G Pye 
1986 – 96 J Brown 
1996 – 2012 S Patterson 
2012 – 2021 P Slovak

TREASURERS
1965 – 71 N Munro 
1972 – 83 A Doig 
1984 – 88 S Grant 
1989 - 97  J Brown 
1998 – 99 S Patterson 
2000 A Simpson 
2001 – 06 W Patterson 
2007 N Tuffin / J Gadsby 
2007 - 2012 J Gadsby 
2013 – 2015 R Brownrigg 
2016 - 2018  D Tasker 
2019 - 2020 S Hooper 
2021 - present P Waite
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS (since 2000)

MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR
2000 – 2002 Mark Muir
2003 Not Filled
2004 Trevor Johnston
2005 – 2006 Dean McEldowney
2009 - 2011 Ann Brouwers (Resigned 05/11)
2011 – 2014 Alastair White

INDEPENDENT DIRECTOR
2003 Trevor Johnston
2004 - 2010 Alistair Beveridge
2010 – 2011 Alun James

FINANCE DIRECTOR
2000 – 2006 Warren Patterson
2007 Neil Tuffin / Jane Gadsby
2007 - 2012 Jane Gadsby
2012 – 2015 Rob Brownrigg
2016 – 2018  Dianne Tasker
2019 - 2020 Sheryl Hooper
2021 Pauline Waite

MARKETING DIRECTOR
2000 – 2003 Grant Smith
2004 Peter Fowell
2005 Not Filled
2006 - 2007 Paula Darlington
2013 Jason Burton – Brown
2014 - 2015 Rodney Bannister
2020 - 2021 Anneka Weterman

PARTICIPATION DIRECTOR
2000 – 2006 John Laurenson
2007 - 2011 Michelle Sansom
2011 – 2012 Steve Dowman
2012 – 2013 Michael Bailey
2020 - 2021 Allan Bailey

PERFORMANCE DIRECTOR
2000 – 2002 Joss Urbahn
2003 – 2006 Karen Cranston
2007 - 2008 Ross Hewitt (Resigned 03/08)
2009 - 2011 Joseph Watts (Resigned 9/11)
2012 – 2016 Kent Darlington
2018 Rodney Bannister 
2019 - 2021 Melville Holmes

DISTRICT CAPTAINS
1973 D Hogg
1974 R Kenny
1975 – 81 L Drysdale
1982 – 84 A McDonald
1986 – 88 P Filbee
1989 – 93 J Urbahn
1994 H Sullivan
1995 – 2021 M Dolan

DELEGATES TO NZ SQUASH
1968 – 69 J Tyler
1970 – 71 D Smart
1971 J Tyler
1972 D Hogg
1973 – 75 W Weld
1976 – 81 A Doig
1982 – 83 L Drysdale
1984 – 87 C McKinlay
1988 – 89 A Doig
1990 – 92  A Simpson

SITTING ON NZ SQUASH COUNCIL/BOARD
1992 – 97 A Simpson
2007 - 2012 W Patterson
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SQUASH CENTRAL AWARD WINNERS

ADMINISTRATOR OF THE YEAR
2001 Brian Baxter   Palmerston Nth
2002 Grant Smith   Palmerston Nth
2003 Grant Smith   Palmerston Nth
2004 Grant Smith   Palmerston Nth
2005 Adam Lyall   Palmerston Nth
2006 Grant Smith   Palmerston Nth
Sharon and Warren Patterson Trophy
2007  Adam Lyall  Palmerston Nth
2008  NZSS Organising Committee New Plymouth
2009  Dianne Tasker   Rangitikei 
2010  Alistair White   Wanganui 
2011  Grant Smith   Palmerston Nth
2012 Adam Lyall  Palmerston Nth
2013 Sally Stantiall  Rangitikei
2014 Pauline Slovak  Rangitikei
2015 Trish Castle & Diana Bowie Ashhurst - Pohangina
2016 Angela Cook  Foxton
2017 Sheryl Hooper  Taihape
2018 Caroline Kuklinski  Hawera
2019 Paula Laing  Waitara
2020 Katie Gilmour  Rangitikei

PERSONALITY OF THE YEAR
2001 James Renata  Ohakune 
2002 Warwick Gay  Palmerston Nth
2003 Merv Roebuck  Wanganui
2004 Allan Hansen  Palmerston Nth
2005 Alan Bee  Rangitikei
2006 Brian Knight  Palmerston Nth
Barb and Mike Jack Trophy
2007  Peter Kuklinski  Hawera 
2008  Grant Smith   Palmerston Nth 
2009  Pauline McGrellis   Palmerston Nth 
2010  Isaac Hayes   Palmerston Nth
2013 Stuart Tasker  Rangitikei
2014 Rebecca Barnett  Palmerston Nth
2015 Heather Plank  Rangitikei
2016 Kent Darlington  Wanganui
2017 Melville Holmes  Hawera
2018 Allan Bailey  Palmerston Nth
2019 Allan Bailey  Palmerston Nth
2020 Ross Berrett  Rangitikei
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COACH OF THE YEAR
2001 Graham Randolph  Palmerston Nth
2002 Paul Kenny   Wanganui
2003 Jeff Ansell   Okato
2004 Robyn Thompson   Wanganui
2005 Grant Watts   Palmerston Nth
2006 Peter Simpson  Palmerston Nth
Donna Wilson Trophy
2007  Karl Fraser   Palmerston Nth
2008  Henry Katene  Kawaroa Park 
2009  Karl Fraser   Palmerston Nth 
2010  Geoff Spencer  Palmerston Nth
2011  Grant Watts   Palmerston Nth
2012 Kaye Elliott  Kawaroa Park
2013 Brian & Marianne Thrupp Ohakune
2014   Sue Lewis & George Jeffery Hunterville
2015 Kashif Shuja  Palmerston Nth
2016 Grant Watts  Palmerston Nth
2017 Doug Croukamp  Ashhurst - Pohangina
2018 Pete Arnott  Tararua
2019 Victor Romero  Palmerston Nth
2020 Kaye Carter  Kawaroa Park

MOST IMPROVED JUNIOR PLAYER
Sansom Family Trophy
2007  Tamati Brooks   Ohakune 
2008  Joseph Watts   Palmerston Nth
2009  Sam Laurenson   Ohakune 
2010  Neil Simpson  Wanganui 
2011  Corbin Faint & Kaitlyn Watts Palmerston Nth
2012 Kaitlyn Watts  Palmerston Nth
2013 Tori Claridge  Palmerston Nth
2014 Tia Pauro  Inglewood
2015 Nico Cowley  Taihape
2016 Brooke Reid  Kawaroa Park
2017 Reece Holmes  Hawera
2018 Anabel Romero-Gemmell Palmerston Nth
2019 Jack Shearer  Kawaroa Park
2020 Jayden Bailey  Ohakune

SERVICES TO MASTERS WOMEN
Lois Mills Tray
2002  Jill Brown   Palmerston Nth
2003  Marlene Foreman   Inglewood
2004  Jill Brown     Palmerston Nth
2005  Donna Wilson   Levin
2006  Kaye Elliott   Kawaroa Park
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2007  Jill Brown   Palmerston Nth
2008  Jill Brown Palmerston Nth
2009  Jill Brown  Palmerston Nth
2010  Sharon Patterson   Palmerston Nth
2013 Pauline Stachurski  Inglewood
2014 Kaye Elliott  Kawaroa Park
2015 Dianne Tasker  Rangitikei
2016 Mickayla Kerr  Palmerston Nth
2017 Marilyn Dolan  Foxton
2018 Kaye Carter  Kawaroa Park
2019 Joy Koolen  Palmerston Nth
2020 Tamsyn Leevey  Kawaroa Park

SERVICES TO MASTERS MEN
Merv and Jean Tapp Trophy
2002  Rhys Powell  Kawaroa Park
2003  Ray Foster   Wanganui
2004  Ray Foster   Wanganui
2005  Mike McSherry   Palmerston Nth
2006  Len Stackhurski   Inglewood
2007  Peter Roughan   Kawaroa Park 
2008  David Jupp   Waitara 
2009  Brendon Murphy  Palmerston Nth
2010  Mike McSherry   Palmerston Nth
2011  Grant Watts   Palmerston Nth
2012 Adam Lyall  Palmerston Nth
2013 Len Stachurski  Inglewood
2014 Rod Bannister  Wanganui
2015 Rob Brownrigg  Palmerston Nth
2016 Malcolm Pinfold  Ashhurst - Pohangina
2017 Kashif Shuja  Palmerston Nth
2018 Rod Bannister  Whanganui 
2019 Kent Darlington  Whanganui
2020 Kent Darlington  Whanganui

VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTOR TO SQUASH
2014 Chelsea Aim & Jacinta Harrison Kawaroa Park
2015 John Laurenson  Ohakune
2016 Troy Ramsay  Palmerston Nth
2017 Mike & Te Arani Davie  Waitara
2018  Melville Holmes  Hawera
2019 Joy Koolen  Palmerston Nth
2020 Heather Plank  Rangitikei
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TEAM OF THE YEAR
2014 Central Women’s Senior Representative team 
2015 SquashGym B Grade Men’s team & Whanganui C grade Men’s team
2016  SquashGym Mitchell Cup Team
2017 Hawera D grade Ladies
2018 Central Junior Girls 2017 Team
2019 Taihape Men’s F grade Super Champs Team
2020 Central Junior Girls Nationals Team 2019

MOST IMPROVED SENIOR PLAYER
Paula and Kent Darlington Trophy
2007  Ross Hewitt  Hawera 
2008  Jared Scrivens   Palmerston Nth
2009  Daniel Juno   Palmerston Nth 
2010  Calum Ross   Kawaroa Park
2011  Paul Blatchford  Palmerston Nth
2012 Joseph Watts  Palmerston Nth
2013 Denise Ramsay  Palmerston Nth
2014 Jackie Tapp  Taihape
2015 Warren Johnson  Rivercity
2017 Josh Hooper  Taihape
2018 David Grant  Whanganui
2019  Brayden Bryce  Ashhurst
2020 Jacob Brunton  Levin

CENTRAL PLAYER OF THE YEAR
2001 Jackie Laurenson  Ohakune
2002 Amanda Cranston  Ohakune
2003 Jackie Laurenson  Ohakune
2004 Amanda Cranston  Ohakune
2005 Amanda Cranston  Ohakune
2006 Matt Nation  Palmerston Nth
Central Squash Trophy
2007  Josh Greenfield  Palmerston Nth
2008  Danielle Fourie  Palmerston Nth
2009  Amanda Landers-Murphy  Hawera
2010  Joseph Watts   Palmerston Nth
2011  Danielle Fourie   Palmerston Nth
2012  Kashif Shuja   Palmerston Nth
2013 Rebecca Barnett  Palmerston Nth
2014 Rebecca Barnett  Palmerston Nth
2015 Luke Jones  Tararua
2017 Kaitlyn Watts  Palmerston Nth
2018 Kaitlyn Watts  Palmerston Nth
2019 Kaitlyn Watts  Palmerston Nth
2020 Anabel Romero-Gemmell Palmerston Nth

Squash Central Association Inc. | ANNUAL REPORT 202130



CENTRAL CLUB OF THE YEAR
2001 SquashGym Palmerston North
2002 SquashGym Palmerston North
2003 Wanganui Squash Club
2004 SquashGym Palmerston North
2005 Ohakune Squash Club
2006 SquashGym Palmerston North
Carson Family Trophy
2007  Ohakune Squash Club
2008  SquashGym Palmerston North
2009  Rangitikei Squash Club
2010  Inglewood Squash Club
2011  SquashGym Palmerston North
2012  SquashGym Palmerston North
2013 Inglewood Squash Club
2014 Hunterville Squash Club
2015 Ohakune Squash Club
2016 Ohakune Squash Club
2017 Inglewood Squash Club
2018 Kawaroa Park Squash Club
2019 Kawaroa Park Squash Club
2020 Kawaroa Park Squash Club
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2021 DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS

SQUASH NEW ZEALAND TEAM MEMBERS 2021
Due to the COVID- 19 Pandemic no team members or training camps were announced for 2021.

NATIONAL TITLES 2021
Due to the COVID- 19 Pandemic all national events were cancelled for 2021.

CENTRAL SQUASH JUNIOR SQUAD VS SQUASH EASTERN JUNIOR SQUAD
Hawkes Bay Lawn Tennis, 23rd February 2021.

U11 Girls  U11 Boys
Not contested Ethan Darlington (WG)
  Jake Laws (TR)

U13 Girls  U13 Boys
Piper Bennett (TR) Thor Darlington (WG)
Amelia Laws (TR) Maximus Matthews (WG)

U15 Girls  U15 Boys
Elizabeth Laws (DV) Cassius Leevey (KP)
Aria Bannister (WG) Korey O’Hara (TH)

U17 Girls  U17 Boys
Grace Burnard (OA)  Jackson Clement (HW)
Emma Burnard (OA) Jayden Bailey (OA)

U19 Girls  U19 Boys
Abbie Holmes (HW) Reece Holmes (HW)
Kayla Ryan (HW) Connor Fortuin (PN)

Manager: Melville Holmes (HW) Coaches: Pete Arnott (TA) and Tamsyn Leevey (KP)
Squash Central won 21 - 15 matches.

Squash Central Association Inc. | ANNUAL REPORT 202132



CENTRAL SQUASH VS SQUASH EASTERN FOR THE NEWBIGIN SHIELD
Due to the COVID- 19 Pandemic this event was cancelled for 2021.

CENTRAL SQUASH VS WAIKATO FOR LEEVEY SHIELD
Due to the COVID- 19 Pandemic this event was cancelled for 2021.

CENTRAL DOUBLES CHAMPIONSHIPS
SquashGym Palmerston North, 28 - 29th May, 2021

Women’s Open winners: Courtney Trail (PN) and Abbie Holmes (HW)
Men’s Open winners: Matt Nation (PN) and Matthew Ratcliffe (WG)
Mixed Doubles winners: Jason Fletcher (PN) and Courtney Trail (PN)

CENTRAL OPEN 
Kawaroa Park Squash Club, 21 – 23rd May 2021.

Women’s Open Winner: Lana Harrison (RM)
Men’s Open Winner: Allan Bailey (KP)

CENTRAL MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIPS
Dannevirke Squash Club, 13 - 15th August 2021

Men’s SquashGym Palm Nth Trophy Winner: Kent Darlington (WG) 
Women’s Kawaroa Park Trophy                   Winner: Emma Rowe (OA)

CENTRAL JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
Taihape, 26 - 27th June 2021

U19 Boys                                           U19 Girls
Reece Holmes (HW)  Abbie Holmes (HW)

U17 Boys                                           U17 Girls 
Jayden Bailey (OA)  Grace Burnard (OA)

U15 Boys                                          U15 Girls 
Reece Holmes (HW)  Aria Bannister (WG)

U13 Boys                                          U13 Girls 
Malachy O’Connor (WG) Grace Rowe (OA)

U11 Boys                                         U11 Girls 
Ethan Darlington (WG) Tylee Bennett (TR)

NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND INTER-DISTRICT TEAMS EVENT
Due to the COVID - 19 Outbreak Senior Nationals Teams was cancelled for 2021 however below is recognition of the team 
that was named to compete.

Men   Women
Chris van der Salm (WG)  Kaitlyn Watts (PN)
Luke Jones (PN)  Tamsyn Leevey (KP)  
Matt Nation (PN)  Ngakuira Osborne (PN)  
Victor Romero (PN)  Abbie Holmes (HW/KP)
Allan Bailey (KP)  Anabel Romero-Gemmell (PN)
Res: Max McDonald (KP)  Res: Fiona Gifford-Moore (KP)
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NEW ZEALAND JUNIOR AGE-GROUP CHAMPIONSHIPS AND INTER-DISTRICT TEAMS EVENT
Due to the COVID - 19 Outbreak Junior Nationals Teams was cancelled for 2021 however below is recognition of the team 
that was named to compete.          

Boys   Girls
Connor Fortuin (PN)  Abbie Holmes (HW/KP)
Reece Holmes (HW)  Anabel Romero-Gemmell (PN) 
Jayden Bailey (OA)  Aria Bannister (WG)  
Cassius Leevey (KP)  Kayla Ryan (HW)
Bradley Hopkins (KP/HW)  Grace Burnard (OA)

NEW ZEALAND MASTERS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS AND INTER-DISTRICT TEAMS EVENT 
Due to the COVID - 19 Outbreak Masters Nationals Teams was cancelled for 2021 however below is recognition of the team 
that was named to compete.

Age Group Men Women
35 - 39  Matt Ratcliffe (WG) Emma Rowe (OA)
40 - 44  Kelly Webber (DV) Lauren Wikohika (OA)  
45 - 49  Kent Darlington (WG) Kaye Elliot (KP)  
50 - 54  Peter Murphy (LV) Fiona Gifford-Moore (KP)
55 – 59 Colin Wheeler (PN) Lorraine Jones (KP)
60 + Mike Donald (PN) Dawn Benefield (LV)    

Manager – Joy Koolen (PN)

SUPERCHAMPS
District 30th July – 1st August 2021

District winners were:
Grade Men Women
B Grade Kawaroa Park Kawaroa Park
C Grade Kawaroa Park Tararua
D Grade Whanganui Whanganui 
E Grade Kawaroa Park Taihape
F Grade Ohakune Taihape

NEW ZEALAND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEAM CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Devoy Squash Centre, Tauranga

School  National placings
BOYS
Hawera – 20th seeds  29th
Ruapehu – 24th seeds  17th
Francis Douglas Memorial College (New Plymouth) – 13th seeds  12th
New Plymouth Boys High School – 17th seeds  16th

GIRLS
Sacred Heart New Plymouth - 13th seeds  12th
Ruapehu College - 11th seeds  11th 
New Plymouth Girls High School - 16th seeds  15th
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DISTRICT CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 
Due to the COVID- 19 Pandemic this event was cancelled for 2021.

 
PRINCE CENTRAL JUNIOR PLAYERS SERIES 2021
Place       Boys Girls
1 Jack Heerdegen  Mackenzie Carman
2 Diamund Mullins  Brielle Thompson
3 Jack Richardson  Holly Grant
4 Luke Heerdegen  Shelby Carman
5 Logan Symes  Anna Stokes
6 Ethan Toy  Taylah-Chae Collier
7 Hayden Carter  Emma Apera
8 Ari Laurenson  Paige Drinkwater

NEW ZEALAND SENIOR NATIONAL RANKING
Chris van der Salm (WG)  5th    

NEW ZEALAND JUNIOR NATIONAL RANKING
This information isn’t currently available.   

NEW ZEALAND MASTERS NATIONAL RANKING       

Men’s 40 – 5th Kelly Webber
Men’s 45 – 3rd Kent Darlington
Women’s 65 – 2nd Janice Trevathan
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